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RECOGNIZING GALENA TRAIN
DERAILMENT FIRST RESPONDERS

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to honor
the first responders who helped to control and
contain the fire caused by the recent train de-
railiment in Galena, IL on March 5, 2015.
These brave citizens responded to the derail-
ment quickly and performed their duties flaw-
lessly. Thanks to their bravery and hard work,
the fire was ultimately contained, and disaster
was averted. The state of Wisconsin thanks
them for their courage and service.

On March 5, 2015, a Burlington Northern
Santa Fe train derailed in Galena, lllinois, and
started a fire in a rural area near the city. Fire-
fighters from lllinois, lowa, and Wisconsin re-
sponded to help control and contain the fire.
Wisconsin fire departments from Cuba City,
Darlington, Dickeyville, Hazel Green, James-
town, Lancaster, and Platteville participated in
the incident response. After arriving on the
scene, first responders assessed the situation
and enacted procedures to control the derail-
ment. Their response was successful, the inci-
dent was contained, and crisis was averted.

Every day, firefighters and other first re-
sponders go to work prepared to confront our
most dangerous situations. These brave men
and women are on the front lines, protecting
our communities from disaster. Today, | recog-
nize these courageous first responders and
thank them for their service.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF BILLY
CASPER

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, San Diego has
produced many sports heroes over the years.
Rarely, a champion appears on the sports
scene whose character and personal impact
on others transcends his athletic accomplish-
ments. Billy Casper was such a man.

Billy is known for his 51 victories on the pro-
fessional golf tour, the seventh most in golf
history. But | can tell you as a friend of Billy’s,
he was more than that; he radiated goodness
and friendship. When Billy played, the game
itself was secondary. Everyone just wanted to
be around Billy and the love of his life, Shirley.
And Billy Casper was “G” rated in the same
sense as Roy Rogers. To put it simply, you
could bring your kids to a Billy Casper event.

Billy’s life was that of a San Diego legend.
Billy elected to stay in San Diego when his
mom announced she was moving to Los An-
geles with her new husband. From that point
on, Billy bounced around the South Bay, stay-
ing with buddies, playing sports and venturing

out to the greens of San Diego Country Club
to practice his putting—at night. It was in
these moments that Billy gained his impec-
cable touch, making him one of the greatest
putters in the history of the game.

At a football game he spotted a pretty girl in
the bleachers. Soon, they were inseparable,
and after a short stint in the Navy and success
on the local amateur circuit, Shirley and Billy
Casper got married. They would remain a
team for life.

They saw the movie, Follow The Sun, in
which Ben Hogan, played by Glenn Ford,
came back from a near fatal accident to win
the U.S. Open. Billy and Shirley were taken
with the adventure of Ben Hogan and his wife
Valerie, sallying forth on the PGA tour with no
guarantees and only themselves to rely on.
Soon after, they too decided to “Follow the
Sun.”

With a Buick Roadmaster and a Spartan
Trailer, they headed out on the PGA Tour.
Making less than $50 in their first event, the
difficulty of the tour became evident. Then,
Billy’s talent began to prevail. By the third
round of the 1958 U.S. Open at Winged Foot,
Billy was leading, with such legends as Ben
Hogan and Sam Snead in hot pursuit. And let
me tell you, Mr. Speaker, the kid from San
Diego knew how to close tournaments. He
won that U.S. Open and proceeded in the next
decade to win more golf tournaments than Ar-
nold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus or Gary Player.

Along the way, Billy put together the best
Ryder Cup record in U.S. history. At Olympic,
in the 1966 U.S. Open, Billy shot the greatest
come-from-behind closing nine holes in U.S.
Open history, making up seven shots on
Arnie, with a closing 32. He defeated Arnold
Palmer the next day in an eighteen hole play-
off with a 69.

In an age of sports psychologists and “living
in the moment,” where athletes are counseled
to jettison all distractions, Billy Casper rede-
fined the term “family man.” He and Shirley
were blessed with 11 children, who have given
them 71 grandchildren over the years. Billy
Casper thrived on what others would consider
career distractions and his reward for building
a family of love and unity is that the Casper
support structure for young people will con-
tinue.

His annual golf tournament will be played
this year as a memorial, run by the Casper
children and grandchildren as usual, and with
Shirley overseeing everything. Only one guy
will be missing, the grandfather with the magic
golf touch and the big heart; the guy who did
us all proud . . . not just because of what he
did, but because of who he was. Inside.
Where it counts.

HONORING JACOB LEE VELAZQUEZ

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Jacob Lee Velaz-

quez. Jacob is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 43, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Jacob has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Jacob has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Jacob has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Jacob con-
structed two team benches for the St. Joseph
Youth Soccer Association in St. Joseph, Mis-
souri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Jacob Lee Velazquez for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

ALEXSANDER HAY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alexsander
Hay for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Alexsander Hay is a 12th grader at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alexsander
Hay is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alexsander Hay for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

—————

RECOGNIZING LAKE ALFRED,
FLORIDA

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
my privilege to recognize Lake Alfred, Florida
as the city celebrates its 100th anniversary.
Lake Alfred is a beautiful community situated
among the many lakes of Central Florida.

Lake Alfred’s rich history began with its
original settlement as a military outpost, called
Fort Cummings, in 1839. In 1887, a railroad
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